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Our research

* International overview of environmental
sustainability reporting practices in the
public sector

« Aim to identify current practices,

issues, challenges and opportunities “Carbon 1is carbon — the
planet doesn'’t care
« Four streams of activity who produced it”

 electronic survey

« roundtable discussions
e expert interviews
 |iterature review



Overview

Extent and nature of public sector
activities are critical to the achievement
of climate objectives

Information can be used to inform
decisions to deliver better outcomes.

Public sector can provide leadership and
demonstrate accountability.

“If sustainability reporting
1s not mandatory, and not
audited, it’s really not
worthwhile.”



Global landscape - public sector sustainability reporting

« Multitude of frameworks — none specific Benefits of sustainability reporting,
to public sector according to respondents (%)
* Prioritise harmonisation and
alignment of standard setting @ fmI/
arrangements @ outcomes
* Public sector entities should start el
sustainability reporting . .
 Will be a process of evolution, so @
need to start sooner ratherthan | t L
later! @ SRS
* Voluntary reporting is more common, but @
view that reporting should be mandated @ Blm
« Organisational commitment emitonment
essential to drive take-up ok




Preparing sustainability reports

Public sector sustainability reporting is in its  Main purpose for preparing a sustainability

infancy report (%)
° Cha”enges Include: Senior Management /
Organisational Accountability
« Lack of data, accepted framework and Public
political support eerest
« Act of reporting can provide impetus to
address challenges
« Little consistency in the choice of N
framework - @p“rpose
. olitical
e Similarity in content nerest
« Majority producing reports had Legislative/
established sustainability objectives bt




Assurance and accountability

- Assurance essential to credibility of Challenges in auditing sustainability reports (%)
sustainability reports

« To mitigate risk of ‘green-washing’

Lack of accepted
framework for reporting

« Audit of reports is not common —
25% of those preparing reports

« Concern re immaturity of reporting

« Lack of audit standards and accepted
framework most cited reasons

Lack of skills/
capability

Lack of specific
auditing standards
Absence of
controls

over data

Lack of
capacity

« Parliamentary oversight as catalyst for
driving demand/uptake



Capacity, capability and communication

« Staff capacity and capability identified as < Integration with other forms of reporting

a key enabler IS not common
« Broad skillset — need for multi-
disciplinary teams « Key role for finance profession in ‘non-

financial’ sustainability reporting
* Reporting is not mainstream

« Majority using only single channel of
communication (website)
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1. Clarity on definition and scope
of sustainability reports

2. Accelerating alignment and harmonisation
of existing frameworks and standards

7 areas for 3. Commitment to public sector sustainability
reportin
development il

4. Prioritising the development of
the broad skillset and expertise needed

5. Recognition of the key role of assurance

6. Integration with wider forms of reporting

7. Promoting and strengthening institutional
arrangements for scrutiny



This research is the tip of a very large &
iceberg for the public sector. It provides T
a baseline from which it the evolution of View online

be measured. There is much to do in the httpS:_/ll nSIQ_htS'Clpfa' org/ N
public sector to turn these green shoots evolvi ng'Cl Imate-accountabil ity

Into more a robust and consistent

public sector sustainability reporting can

approach sustainability reporting.
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} The Greenhouse Gas Accounting Tool
WHY?

Local {8

Government

Association

NCDP

DISCLOSURE INSIGHT ACTION

Standardised approach

Benchmarking

Filling a gap in

the market &

Calculate and Department for
store baselines Business, Energy
& Industrial Strategy
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What is included

Disclosure is important

A

LOCAL
PARTNERSHIPS

Area Wide emissions

Council’s purchasing
and outsourced
service delivery

Council’s purchased
electricity

Council’s directly
burned fuels

localpartnerships.org.uk 15




} GHG Accounting Toolkit — Progress Updates

Tool under regular Additional data
review requests

Help  About  Signin  Register [EECCVSEIINES 4

[{el Inform

Improving services through information

Home Dataandreports v Benchmarking clubs + Online training

The local area benchmarking tool from
the Local Government Association

& Areainsight & Review performance
& Compare areas & Scruting
See how your area compares Search by area or postcode m
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How the Greenhouse Gas Accounting Tool can help

LOCAL
PARTNERSHIPS

Summary

Percentage of

Emissions

Emissions Type (tCOs0) Tot_al _
Emissions
Heating 917.94 10.5%
Scope 1 Fugitive Emissions 6.75 0.1%
Authority's Fleet 524.69 6.0%
Scope 2 Electricity 2,760.29 31.5%
Staff Business Travel 560.02 6.4%
Outsourced Fleet 2.37 0.0%
Transmission & Distribution Losses 244.99 2.8%
Scope 3 Water 210.50 2.4%
Material Use 1,335.21 15.2%
Waste generated from own operations 0.00 0.0%
Outsourced Scope 3 2,198.46 25.1%
Total Emissions 8,761.22 100%

Heating
10.5%

e

\Waste generated from ocwn -
operations Fugitive Emissions Authority's Fleet
0.0 0.1% 5.0%
Outsourced Socope 3
25.1%
baterial Use -
15.2% staff Business Travel Electricity
— 6.4% 31.5%
Transmission & Distribution
Losses
Outsourced Fleet water
0.0% 2.4%
= Heating Fugitive Emissions * Authority’s Fleet
= Electricity ' Staff Business Travel ' Cutsourced Fleat
Transmissien & Distribution Losses Water + Material Use

= Wiaste generated from own operations » Culsourced Soope 3
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Addressing actions to priorities
Clarity and focus on pace
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What type of information is required?

Activity

Matural Gas

Consumption Units
(Please Select)

kKWh (Gross CV

Consumption

10,000

Burning Qil - Kerosene

Gas Oil

Wood Pellets

EWh (Gross CV)

Consumption Units

Building Use

Emissions
(tCOse)
Enter Consumption Figure

Conversion

2D Factor

Consumption

Streetlighting

Enter Consumption Figure

Water Supply

Consumption Units

Cubic Meter

Water Treatment

Cubic Meter

Activity®

Engine sizes below are for indicative

purposes only
Small diesel car £ 1.7 litre

Consumption Units

C ti
(Please Select) onsumption

Medium diesel car, 1.7 - 2.0 litre

Large Diesel Car > 2.0 litre

:'I::I Consumption Units
Ml Please select whether

MPV - Diesel

W Fleet data is reported in

Diesel van Class | {up to 1.305 tonnes)

W Miles or Litres

Diesel van Class Il {1.305 to 1.74 tonnes)

Mi

Nimcal wam Claces L1 FA +a 2 £ tennae ]

LOCAL
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Emissions
(tCO3e)
1.84
Enter Consumption Figure
Enter Consumption Figure
Enter Consumption Figure

Conversion
Factor

Emissions
(tCD.e)
Enter Consumption Figure
Enter Consumption Figure

Conversion

Consumption Factor

Emissions
(tCO3e)

Conversion
Factor

Enter Consumption Figure
Enter Consumption Figure
Enter Consumption Figure
Enter Consumption Figure
Enter Consumption Figure

Enter Consumption Figure
Ertar Mancnm mtimn Fimra
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Affordability

Act at Scale and Pace Coming Soon
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Jo.Wall@localpartnerships.gov.uk
Rachel.Toresen-Owuor@Ilocalpartnerships.gov.uk

ghgaccounting@Iocalpartnerships.gov.uk

'
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Association of Directors of
Environment, Economy, Planning & Transport
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Questions and discussion
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