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Background

The arc currently generates ~£110 billion 
GVA PA

This has the potential to rise to ~£250 
billion by 2050

The Oxford to Cambridge (OxCam) Arc is the name given to a cross-government 
initiative covering five ceremonial counties. 

The National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) published recommendations to 
government about how to maximise the area’s economic potential through building 
up to 1 million new homes and supporting infrastructure between Oxford-Milton 
Keynes-Cambridge by 2050.



OxCam presents the opportunity to;

• Adopt a cross-boundary partnership approach to strategically plan for the pressures of a changing climate

• Consider the mechanisms required to bring resilience and adaption measures together through place-making

• Use our extensive experience and evidence base to facilitate best practice and innovative approaches

• Strategically plan, harness, and deliver integrated investment in the right infrastructure, in the right place, at the right 
time

• Raise the profile of the risks associated with climate change, including indirect consequences such as increased social 
inequality



Possible locations for new 
and extended settlements





oxcamlncp.org

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e85a98d5277001874963880/t/614c8329863c647dd4da8aae/1632404326219/Oxcam_Natural_Capital_Story.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e85a98d5277001874963880/t/614c8329863c647dd4da8aae/1632404326219/Oxcam_Natural_Capital_Story.pdf
http://www.oxcamlncp.org/


Natural Capital Indicator Maps 
supporting our baseline highlighting 
some quality indicators - based on the 
NE Atlas

Mapping Ecosystem Services  
to show what our natural 
assets provide

Creating a Natural Capital Baseline of asset 
type, quantity and location.

Natural Capital Account to 
articulate benefits and values 
that flow from 
The natural capital of the Arc

Mapping Opportunities and risks 
across the Arc

Funding and 
Investment Guide 
to highlight why 
and how to take a 
natural capital 
approach

Co-design with 
partners and 
specialist review  
to create a natural 
capital planning 
tool



• Integrated Water Management 
Plan

• Flood Risk Investment Study





Integrated Water Management Plan
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Water and Flood Risk in the Arc





Economic optimum level of investment 

We are looking to identify the 

economic optimum level of 

investment in flood resilience, 

across a range of climate change and 

development scenarios.

This economic assessment will 

inform investment planning for 

OxCam about the right level and 

correct timing of investment 

required in flood resilience. 

Too much investment

Too little investment

Investment 
too early

Investment 
too late

Investment timing
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Questions?

Ox.Cam@environment-agency.gov.uk


